
Foreword

A Message to Wisconsin Public Library Trustees:

Thank you for accepting appointment to your community’s library board.  As a public
library trustee you help guide the public library in your community—an institution
essential to both individual and community well-being.  For generations, public libraries
have provided free access to the knowledge, information and diversity of ideas essential
to a democratic society.

Your public library can provide so many wonderful services and resources:  from
storytimes for preschoolers to instruction in use of the Internet for senior citizens, from
summer reading programs for children of all ages to special resources needed by the local
business community.  As a library board member, you can help ensure that your library
provides needed services to everyone in your community.  As a volunteer citizen board
member, you have direct knowledge of the particular needs of your community and a
unique ability to advocate for necessary library services.

We hope that this handbook will assist you with your important responsibilities.  Again,
thank you for serving as a library trustee—your service is essential to your community
and your community’s future.

Elizabeth Burmaster
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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